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Understanding Institutions proposes a new unified theory of social institutions that combines the best
insights of philosophers and social scientists who have written on this topic. Francesco Guala presents a
theory that combines the features of three influential views of institutions: as equilibria of strategic games, as
regulative rules, and as constitutive rules.

Guala explains key institutions like money, private property, and marriage, and develops a much-needed
unification of equilibrium- and rules-based approaches. Although he uses game theory concepts, the theory is
presented in a simple, clear style that is accessible to a wide audience of scholars working in different fields.
Outlining and discussing various implications of the unified theory, Guala addresses venerable issues such as
reflexivity, realism, Verstehen, and fallibilism in the social sciences. He also critically analyses the theory of
"looping effects" and "interactive kinds" defended by Ian Hacking, and asks whether it is possible to draw a
demarcation between social and natural science using the criteria of causal and ontological dependence.
Focusing on current debates about the definition of marriage, Guala shows how these abstract philosophical
issues have important practical and political consequences.

Moving beyond specific cases to general models and principles, Understanding Institutions offers new
perspectives on what institutions are, how they work, and what they can do for us.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Miller:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The
Understanding Institutions: The Science and Philosophy of Living Together is kind of book which is giving
the reader capricious experience.

Cheryl Fisher:

Exactly why? Because this Understanding Institutions: The Science and Philosophy of Living Together is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Cheryl Crockett:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Understanding
Institutions: The Science and Philosophy of Living Together that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity
for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could
pick Understanding Institutions: The Science and Philosophy of Living Together become your current
starter.

Bethany Zuniga:

The book untitled Understanding Institutions: The Science and Philosophy of Living Together contain a lot
of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and



anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice examine.
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