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What turns rich nations into great powers? How do wealthy countries begin extending their influence
abroad? These questions are vital to understanding one of the most important sources of instability in
international politics: the emergence of a new power. In From Wealth to Power, Fareed Zakaria seeks to
answer these questions by examining the most puzzling case of a rising power in modern history--that of the
United States.

If rich nations routinely become great powers, Zakaria asks, then how do we explain the strange inactivity of
the United States in the late nineteenth century? By 1885, the U.S. was the richest country in the world. And
yet, by all military, political, and diplomatic measures, it was a minor power. To explain this discrepancy,
Zakaria considers a wide variety of cases between 1865 and 1908 when the U.S. considered expanding its
influence in such diverse places as Canada, the Dominican Republic, and Iceland. Consistent with the realist
theory of international relations, he argues that the President and his administration tried to increase the
country's political influence abroad when they saw an increase in the nation's relative economic power. But
they frequently had to curtail their plans for expansion, he shows, because they lacked a strong central
government that could harness that economic power for the purposes of foreign policy. America was an
unusual power--a strong nation with a weak state. It was not until late in the century, when power shifted
from states to the federal government and from the legislative to the executive branch, that leaders in
Washington could mobilize the nation's resources for international influence.

Zakaria's exploration of this tension between national power and state structure will change how we view the
emergence of new powers and deepen our understanding of America's exceptional history.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Scott:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book From Wealth to Power has been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
reserve From Wealth to Power is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
together with the book From Wealth to Power. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Pearl Minjares:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be read. From Wealth to Power can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short
free time problems.

Samuel Crader:

You can obtain this From Wealth to Power by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Yong Dickerson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book From Wealth to Power was bright colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book From Wealth to Power has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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