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Why do some democracies adopt effective development policies while others remain mired in stagnation or
suffer cyclic crises? Previous studies have emphasized poverty or institutional weakness, but weak
accountability and development failure are not limited to low-income countries or to any specific
institutional choices. A better explanation, Mona Lyne argues, is provided by her theory of the voter s
dilemma: where structural conditions render quid pro quo, or clientelistic, politics viable on a national scale,
voters have insufficient incentive to support politicians promising national public goods policies. Under
these conditions, Lyne argues, electoral accountability falls prey to the same n-person prisoner s dilemma
that plagues any other large-scale decentralized attempt to procure collective goods. The theory is tested
through an examination of four prominent cases. A comparison of postwar Brazil and pre-Chavez Venezuela
shows that clientelism debilitated both countries postwar development programs, despite Venezuela s
historically strong institutions and abundant oil revenues. Two comparisons one between contemporary
Brazil and pre-Chavez Venezuela, and another between postwar and contemporary Brazil highlight factors
that reduce the risks of regjecting clientelism as providing the best account of contemporary Brazil s success.
Finally, acomparison of pre-Chéavez and contemporary Venezuela explains the continuity in flawed
institutional and policy choices asaresult of continuity in clientelistic politics driven by the voter s dilemma.
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From reader reviews:
Shannon Blackshear:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim aswell as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Voter's Dilemma and Demacratic Accountability: Latin
American and Beyond.

Gary Flint:

The book The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin American and Beyond give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can
to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make looking at abook The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin American and Beyond
to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like available and read a book The
Voter's Dilemma and Demacratic Accountability: Latin American and Beyond. Kinds of book arealot of. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Lyman Johnson:

Now aday folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each datathey get. How people have to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help folks
out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability:
Latin American and Beyond book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Patrick Pond:

Beside this specific The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin American and Beyond in
your phone, it may give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got hereisfresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin
American and Beyond because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you
seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
till want to miss the item? Find this book aswell as read it from currently!
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