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From the time of Lincoln’s nomination for the presidency until his assassination, John G. Nicolay served as
the Civil War president’ s chief personal secretary. Nicolay became an intimate of Lincoln and probably
knew him as well as anyone outside his own family. Unlike John Hay, his subordinate, Nicolay kept no
diary, but he did write several memoranda recording his chief’s conversation that shed direct light on
Lincoln. In hismany letters to Hay, to his fiancée, Therena Bates, and to others, Nicolay often describes the
mood at the White House as well as events there. He al so expresses opinions that were almost certainly
shaped by the president

For this volume, Michael Burlingame includes all of Nicolay’s memoranda of conversations, al of the
journal entries describing Lincoln’s activities, and excerpts from most of the nearly three hundred letters
Nicolay wrote to Therena Bates between 1860 and 1865. He includes |etters and portions of |etters that
describe Lincoln or the mood at the White House or that give Nicolay’s personal opinions. He also includes
letters written by Nicolay while on troubleshooting missions for the president.

An impoverished youth, Nicolay was an unlikely candidate for the important position he held during the
Civil War. It was only over the strong objections of some powerful people that he became Lincoln’s private
secretary after Lincoln’s nomination for the presidency in 1860. Prominent Chicago Republican Herman
Kreismann found the appointment of a man so lacking in savoir faire

“ridiculous.” Henry Martin Smith, city editor of the Chicago Tribune, called Nicolay’s appointment a
national loss. Henry C.Whitney was surprised that the president would appoint a“nobody.”

Lacking charm, Nicolay became known at the White House as the “ bulldog in the ante-room” with a
disposition “sour and crusty.” Californiajournalist Noah Brooks deemed Nicolay a*“grim Cerberus of
Teutonic descent who guards the last door which opens into the awful presence.” Y et in some ways he was
perfectly suited for the difficult job. William O. Stoddard, noting that Nicolay was not popular and could
“say 'no‘about as disagreeably as any man | ever knew,” till granted that Nicolay served Lincoln well
because he was devoted and incorruptible. Stoddard concluded that Nicolay “ deserves the thanks of all who
loved Mr. Lincoln.”

For his part, Nicolay said he derived his greatest satisfaction “from having enjoyed the privilege and honor
of being Mr. Lincoln’sintimate and officia private secretary, and of earning his cordia friendship and
perfect trust.”
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From reader reviews:
ThomasParis;

The event that you get from With Lincoln in the White House: L etters, Memoranda, and other Writings of
John G. Nicolay, 1860-1865 is the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but With Lincoln in
the White House: Letters, Memoranda, and other Writings of John G. Nicolay, 1860-1865 giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone
who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of With Lincoln in the White
House: Letters, Memoranda, and other Writings of John G. Nicolay, 1860-1865 instantly.

Irene Howe:

The book With Lincoln in the White House: Letters, Memoranda, and other Writings of John G. Nicolay,
1860-1865 will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the
ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book
With Lincoln in the White House: Letters, Memoranda, and other Writings of John G. Nicolay, 1860-1865is
much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Jessie Louder milk:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But a so they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this With
Lincoln in the White House: Letters, Memoranda, and other Writings of John G. Nicolay, 1860-1865.

Debra Palacios:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and With Lincoln in the White House: L etters, Memoranda, and
other Writings of John G. Nicolay, 1860-1865 or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In



additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes With Lincoln in the White House: Letters,

Memoranda, and other Writings of John G. Nicolay, 1860-1865 to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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