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Since the establishment of the Red Army in 1927, China's military has responded to profound changes in
Chinese society, particularly its domestic politics, shifting economy, and evolving threat perceptions.
Recently tensions between China and Taiwan and other east Asian nations have aroused great interest in the
extraordinary transformation and new capabilities of the Chinese army. In A History of the Modern Chinese
Army, Xiaobing Li, a former member of the People's Liberation Army (PLA), provides a comprehensive
examination of the PLA from the Cold War to the beginning of the twenty-first century that highlights the
military's central function in modern Chinese society. In the 1940s, the Chinese army was in its infancy, and
many soldiers were rural conscripts and volunteers who had received little formal schooling. The Chinese
military rapidly increased its mobility and weapon strength, and the Korean War and Cold War offered
intense combat experience that not only allowed soldiers to hone their fighting techniques but also helped
China to develop military tactics tailored to the surrounding countries whose armies posed the most
immediate threats. Yet even in the 1970s, the completion of a middle school education (nine years) was
considered above-average, and only 4 percent of the 224 top Chinese generals had any college credit hours.
However, in 1995 the high command began to institute massive reforms to transform the PLA from a labor-
intensive force into a technology-intensive army. Continually seeking more urban conscripts and
emphasizing higher education, the PLA Reserve Officer Training and Selection program recruited students
from across the nation. These reservists would become commissioned officers upon graduation, and they
majored in atomic physics, computer science, and electrical engineering. Grounding the text in previously
unreleased official Chinese government and military records as well as the personal testimonies of more than
two hundred PLA soldiers, Li charts the development of China's armed forces against the backdrop of
Chinese society, cultural traditions, political history, and recent technological advancements. A History of
the Modern Chinese Army links China's military modernization to the country's growing international and
economic power and provides a unique perspective on China's esttablishment and maintenance of one of the
world's most advanced military forces.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A History of the Modern Chinese Army book
because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Dolores Rawson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A
History of the Modern Chinese Army, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Margaret Conley:

You may spend your free time to see this book this book. This A History of the Modern Chinese Army is
simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Yong Dickerson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time
to spread out your book? Or just in search of the A History of the Modern Chinese Army when you needed
it?
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