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Schroeder’ s interpretive biography restores Rodgers to hisrightful place in history as the preeminent and
most influential naval officer during America' s Age of Sail. Between 1798 and 1815, Rodgers fought with
distinction in the Naval War with France, the Barbary War, and the War of 1812. He shaped the postwar
development of the navy as president of the Board of Navy Commissioners from 1815 to 1835, and heled a
major diplomatic mission to the Mediterranean in the mid 1820s. Drawing on extensive manuscript
sources—including the voluminous Rodgers family papers—and the wealth of articles, essays, and
monographs on American naval history in recent years, Schroeder provides a candid appraisal of Rodgers
personal strengths and weaknesses, professional successes and failures.

Resented for his gruff exterior but celebrated for his determination to build a navy of the highest professional
standards, Rodgers never revealed to his naval contemporaries the passionate and emotional dimension of his
character that is evident in his correspondence with his wife, Minerva, who bore him 11 children. Their
letters represent arare and remarkably detailed account of family life in the 19th century.

Schroeder’ s thorough analysis of official documents offers a fresh perspective on the dramatic events of
Rodgers' long career, including his personal involvement in the capture of the French frigate L’ Insurgentein
1799, the war with Tripoli, the testing of Robert Fulton’s experimental torpedoesin 1810, the Little Belt
affair in 1811, the escape of the British frigate Belvidera in 1812, the defense of Baltimore in 1814, the
deadly duel between Stephen Decatur and James Barron in 1820, and the introduction of steam power to the
U.S. Navy.

Thisfirst modern biography of Rodgers since Charles O. Paullin’swork in 1910 will be of special interest to
scholars and devotees of early American naval, political, and diplomatic history, especially the Age of
Fighting Sail.
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From reader reviews:
John Wannamaker:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Commodore John Rodgers. Paragon of the Early
American Navy (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology). Y ou can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant any book Commodore
John Rodgers: Paragon of the Early American Navy (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical
Archaeology). Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a
book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to
gotothelibrary. Let's go through.

Novella Tinch:

Book is usualy written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Commodore John Rodgers:
Paragon of the Early American Navy (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology)
will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Thomas Manna:

The event that you get from Commodore John Rodgers. Paragon of the Early American Navy (New
Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) could be the more deep you searching the
information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Commodore John Rodgers: Paragon of the Early American Navy (New
Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that Commodore John Rodgers. Paragon of the Early
American Navy (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) instantly.

Thomas Williamson:

This Commodore John Rodgers. Paragon of the Early American Navy (New Perspectives on Maritime
History and Nautical Archaeology) isfresh way for you who has attention to look for some information
becauseit relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else



you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Commodore John Rodgers: Paragon of the Early
American Navy (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading a
reserve especialy thisone. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for aperson. So, don't miss
that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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