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Written by one of American theater's most avid and knowledgeable proponents, "No Legs, No Jokes, No
Chance" traces the American musical from its rich and varied beginnings in European opera, American
minstrel shows, and vaudeville through its many permutations to its current state--from, as Sheldon Patinkin
puts it, La Boheme to Rent. Minstrelsy, burlesque, revue, dance, and choreographers, the "texts" of musical
theater so often overlooked by its historians, finally receive due consideration in this thorough and
thoroughly entertaining book about how American musical theater came to be and developed into what it is
today.

Patinkin writes about the infancy of the musical--the revues, operettas, and early musical comedies, as well
as the groundbreaking shows like Oklahoma!, and Show Boat that brought the form to its "golden age"
during World War II. With insightful references to how history, literature, theater, fashion, popular music,
and movies influenced musical theater generally and certain shows in particular, he traces a direct lineage
from older forms to contemporary musicals. The result is a broad, clear, and detailed picture of American
musicals within both an aesthetic and a historical context. Patinkin conveys the pleasure of the ever-changing
forms of musical theater even as he gives readers the analytical tools and terms to understand and better
appreciate this uniquely American art. The book features a selection of black and white photographs from
historical musical productions, and each chapter includes suggestions for materials to watch and listen to at
home or in the classroom.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Anthony:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled No
Legs, No Jokes, No Chance: A History of the American Musical Theater the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get ahead of. The No Legs, No Jokes, No Chance: A History of the American Musical
Theater giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details
for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Virginia Villalon:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This No Legs, No Jokes, No Chance:
A History of the American Musical Theater is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book.
It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Inocencia Hensley:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This e-book No Legs, No Jokes, No Chance: A History of the American Musical Theater
was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
which you wanted.

Linda Pinkerton:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book No Legs,
No Jokes, No Chance: A History of the American Musical Theater. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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