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Almost lost to literary history, Felipe Alfau was rediscovered in 1988 with the republication of his proto-
postmodernist novel Locos; in 1990 his only other novel, Chromos (written in 1948), was published for the
first time, winning great critical acclaim and a nomination for the National Book Award. His published work
is now complete with Sentimental Songs, his collection of poetry.

Written between 1923 and 1987 (thus predating and postdating his novels), these poems represent a
lifetime’s reflections and personal experiences. Unlike the novels, the poems were written in Alfau’s native
tongue of Spanish and look back to classic Spanish poetry of late nineteenth century. But like his novels, the
mocking note of parody is frequently heard. As translator Ilan Stavans writes in his introduction, Sentimental
Songs “is a rebuttal of Romanticism, but it emerges from the very ranks of the Romantic movement and its
sense of life.”

This is a bilingual edition, with Alfau’s Spanish facing Stavans’s English translations (made in consultation
with the author). A substantial introduction places the poems in the context of Alfau’s fiction and in the
larger context of Spanish poetry in general.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

Here thing why that Sentimental Songs are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through
a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Sentimental Songs giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no e-book that similar with Sentimental Songs. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Sentimental Songs in e-book can be your
option.

Christopher Ray:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Sentimental
Songs is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Ross Turner:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Sentimental Songs this e-book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Ernestine Biggs:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Sentimental Songs as well as others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Sentimental Songs
to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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