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The controversy over the use of primates in research admits of no easy answers. We have all benefited from
the medical discoveries of primate research--vaccines for polio, rubella, and hepatitis B are just a few. But
we have also learned more in recent years about how intelligent apes and monkeys really are: they can speak
to us with sign language, they can even play video games (and are as obsessed with the games as any human
teenager). And activists have also uncovered widespread and unnecessarily callous treatment of animals by
researchers (in 1982, a Silver Spring lab was charged with 17 counts of animal cruelty). It is a complex issue,
made more difficult by the combative stance of both researchers and animal activists.
In The Monkey Wars, Deborah Blum gives a human face to this often caustic debate--and an all-but-human
face to the subjects of the struggle, the chimpanzees and monkeys themselves. Blum criss-crosses America to
show us first hand the issues and personalities involved. She offers a wide-ranging, informative look at
animal rights activists, now numbering some twelve million, from the moderate Animal Welfare Institute to
the highly radical Animal Liberation Front (a group destructive enough to be placed on the FBI's terrorist
list). And she interviews a wide variety of researchers, many forced to conduct their work protected by
barbed wire and alarm systems, men and women for whom death threats and hate mail are common. She
takes us to Roger Fouts's research center in Ellensburg, Washington, where we meet five chimpanzees
trained in human sign language--Loulis, Tatu, Mojha, Dar, and the most famous, Washoe--and watch the
flicker of their fingers as they talk to each other, to themselves, and to stuffed animals (which Fouts sees as a
clear sign of intelligence and even more--imagination). Blum introduces us to Alex Pacheco, a founder of
People for Ethical Treatment of Animals, and to his bitter enemy, Peter Gerone, head of the federal primate
center at Tulane and an outspoken critic of animal rights activists, who wants people to think about the trade-
off at its most fundamental level--human life versus animal life. And we visit LEMSIP, a research facility in
New York State that has no barbed wire, no alarms--and no protesters chanting outside--because its director,
Jan Moor-Jankowski, listens to activists with respect and treats his animals humanely. Along the way, Blum
offers us insights into the many side-issues involved: scientists (like Roger Fouts) who lose funding because
they support animal rights, the intense battle to win over school kids fought by both sides, and the danger of
transplanting animal organs into humans (it could possibly unleash a deadly, highly infectious disease).
"As it stands now," Blum concludes, "the research community and its activist critics are like two different
nations, nations locked in a long, bitter, seemingly intractable political standoff.... But if you listen hard,
there really are people on both sides willing to accept and work within the complex middle. When they can
be freely heard, then we will have progressed to another place, beyond this time of hostilities." In The
Monkey Wars, Deborah Blum gives these people their voice.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Monkey Wars. All type of book can
you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Shawn Holmes:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Monkey Wars book as beginning and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

James Connell:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Monkey Wars can be great book to read. May be
it is usually best activity to you.

Timothy Hardy:

The reason? Because this The Monkey Wars is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold
up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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