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Despite being institutionalized for schizophrenia at age thirty-one, Adolf Walfli (1864-1930) achieved
artistic greatnessin his cell at Waldau Mental Asylum near his native Bern, Switzerland. He has had a
profound influence on modern art ever since; André Breton described his work as "one of the three or four
most important oeuvres of the twentieth century.” The Art of Adolf Wolfli offers a fresh vantage point on the
artist's remarkably intricate drawings and astonishing collages, as well as his newly translated writings,
which arejustly celebrated for their dizzying blend of mythology and humor. Also included are illuminating
essays by leading specialists on his art and life.

Wolfli's youth was one of deprivation. His alcoholic father ran off when Wélfli was five, and his mother died
soon after. Despite these travails, he managed to complete his education, acquiring the sophisticated literacy
so evident in his later work. However, beginning at age twenty-six, his repeated attempts to molest young
girlslanded him first in jail and, in 1894, in the asylum. Though violent at first, by 1899 he calmed down--
and began to draw.

Working primarily in pencil on newsprint, Wolfli created a dense, stunningly detailed medley of wildly
imaginative prose texts interwoven with poems, musical compositions, color illustrations, and collages. His
five-part magnum opus, "St. Adolf-Giant-Creation,” comprises 45 large volumes and 16 notebooks--25,000
pages in all--containing 1,620 drawings and 1,640 collages.

Sure to be the authoritative resource for this remarkable oeuvre, this striking book represents compelling
testimony that great torment does not preclude great art.

EXHIBITION SCHEDULE

American Folk Art Museum, New Y ork
February 25 - May 18, 2003

Milwaukee Art Museum
September 18 - December 12, 2004
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From reader reviews:
Mindy Arredondo:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for awhile isreading.

Y es, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Art of Adolf Wolfli: St. Adolf-Giant-
Creation book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Charles Shrader:

Here thing why this specific The Art of Adolf Walfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content
isasdelicious asfood or not. The Art of Adolf Walfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Art

of Adolf Walfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can easily
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having
difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Art of Adolf Wolfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation
in e-book can be your substitute.

Allison Larson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will getitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Art of Adolf Walfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation can
give you alot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Art of Adolf Walfli: St.
Adolf-Giant-Creation.

Carl Terrdl:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.

Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Art of Adolf Walfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation when you necessary it?
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