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Anglo-Saxon Community in J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings by Dr. Deborah A. Higgens, PhD will
add to the field of Tolkien scholarship a detailed study of how Tolkien entered into the community of Anglo-
Saxon storytellers as a scholar and critic, but also as an insider. Embracing elements of a lifestyle he valued,
yet which he viewed as diminishing in modern-day England and in the rest of the world, J.R.R. Tolkien
hearkens back to a literary community shrouded in mystery and Faërie, from Beowulf and other Anglo-
Saxon poetry to medieval legend. Tolkien enters that community both as a critic, examining lost elements of
a heroic society, and as an insider, recasting, as did ancient authors, the elements of Story, to create his own
great fairy-story. While much has been written on medievalism in Tolkien's works, this research adds to the
field a detailed explanation of the Anglo-Saxon mindset in Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings (LOTR). In his
sub-creation, Tolkien draws from the same Cauldron of Story from which the Anglo-Saxon poets drew, as
illustrated by an examination of Tolkien's two critical essays: "On Fairy-Stories" and "Beowulf: The
Monsters and the Critics." Tolkien discusses the manner in which the Beowulf poet created his poem, and it
is evident that the same principles can be applied to demonstrate how Tolkien created his own great fairy-
story as he integrates the ancient themes of the Anglo-Saxon mead hall, the lord as gift-giver, and the
comitatus bond in his creation of the Rohirrim. In the role of the cup-bearer, Old English poetry
predominately reflects aristocratic women, and Tolkien illustrates this aspect in LOTR through the characters
of Galadriel and Éowyn. Tolkien's work is as original as that of medieval authors because he built on ancient
themes and structure, used their modes and genres, and chose similar mythic elements to weave his own tale.
The decline of mead-hall society is reflected in Old English poetry, and Tolkien's fiction embodies a sense of
that loss, preserving for his audience, as did the Beowulf poet, this ancient society and its heroic values.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

The e-book with title Anglo-Saxon Community in J.R.R. Tolkien's the Lord of the Rings has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Grace McClellan:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Anglo-Saxon Community in
J.R.R. Tolkien's the Lord of the Rings that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you may pick Anglo-Saxon Community in J.R.R. Tolkien's the Lord of the Rings become your
own personal starter.

Catherine Branch:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Anglo-Saxon Community in
J.R.R. Tolkien's the Lord of the Rings which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Treva Ritter:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Anglo-Saxon Community in
J.R.R. Tolkien's the Lord of the Rings can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these guides have than the others?
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