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On September 29, 1927, Cuban soprano Rita Montaner walked onto the stage of Havana's Teatro Regina, her
features obscured under a mask of blackened glycerin and her body clad in the tight pants, boots, and riding
jacket of a coachman. Standing alongside a gilded carriage and alive horse, the blackfaced, cross-dressed
actress sang the premiere of Eliseo Grenet's tango-congo, "Ay Mamalnés." The crowd went wild.
Montaner's performance cemented "Ay MamaInés' as one of the classics in the Cuban repertoire, but more
importantly, the premiere heralded the birth of the Cuban zarzuela, a new genre of music theater that over the
next fifteen years transformed popular entertainment on the island.

Cuban Zarzuela: Performing Race and Gender on Havana's Lyric Stage marks the first comprehensive study
of the Cuban zarzuela, a Spanish-language light opera with spoken dialogue that originated in Spain but
flourished in Havana during the early twentieth century. Created by musicians and managersto fill agrowing
demand for family entertainment, the zarzuela evidenced the emerging economic and cultural power of
Cuba's white female bourgeoisie to influence the entertainment industry. Susan Thomas explores zarzuela's
function as a pedagogical tool, through which composers, librettists, and business managers hoped to control
their troupes and audiences by presenting desirable and problematic images of both feminine and masculine
identities. Zarzuelawas, Thomas explains, "anti-feminist but pro-feminine, its plots focusing on female
protagonists and its musical scores showcasing the female voice." Focusing on character types such as the
mulata, the negrito, and the ingenue, Thomas uncovers the zarzuelads richly textured relationship to social
constructs of race, class, and especially gender.
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From reader reviews:
L avonne Ouellette;

Baook iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a guide. Book has
adifferent type. Asyou may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Cuban Zarzuela: Performing Race and Gender on
Havands Lyric Stage will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book
with you?

L ouis Hudson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with buddiesis thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Cuban Zarzuela: Performing Race and
Gender on Havana's Lyric Stage, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desireto
missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come
onitsreferred to as reading friends.

David Bar nett:

Beside this particular Cuban Zarzuela: Performing Race and Gender on Havana's Lyric Stage in your phone,
it might give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
aged people livein narrow town. It is good thing to have Cuban Zarzuela: Performing Race and Gender on
Havands Lyric Stage because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you
don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to missit?
Find this book and also read it from today!

Mark Klein:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Cuban Zarzuela: Performing Race and
Gender on Havana's Lyric Stage or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Cuban Zarzuela: Performing Race and Gender on Havana's



Lyric Stage to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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