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In Kansai Cool, anthropologist, writer and filmmaker Christal Whelan offers deep insights into the
clash of old and new, traditional and modern that plays out on a daily basis in Japan's ancient
heartland.

The western region of Japan is known as Kansai—centering around the ancient capitals of Kyoto and Nara,
and the sprawling, modern port cities of Osaka and Kobe. Kansai is Japan's "second region" after
Tokyo—and is at once home to Japan's most traditional cultural centers and its most modern culture.

From the ancient beliefs of Kyoto to the contemporary otaku or "geek" culture of manga, anime, costume
play, robots and video games, readers will see how cultures collide in:

The needs of the spirit: Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples●

The arts: dance, painting, anime and martial combat●

The relationship between hi-tech and old-tech: bikes and robots●

Fashion trends: from exquisite kimonos to hip haute couture●

The meaning of landscape: man-made islands and the mystical power of water●

In this unique collection of 25 essays, Whelan dives beneath the surface of Japan to let readers experience
how art, science, faith and history mesh in the Kansai region to produce a singular wellspring of traditional
and modern Japanese culture.
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From reader reviews:

Vera Gates:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Kansai Cool: A Journey into the Cultural Heartland
of Japan is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Katherine Herron:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Kansai
Cool: A Journey into the Cultural Heartland of Japan, you are able to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Martha Royal:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be Kansai Cool: A Journey into the Cultural Heartland of Japan.

Donald Oakes:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Kansai Cool: A Journey into the Cultural Heartland of
Japan was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Kansai Cool: A
Journey into the Cultural Heartland of Japan has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading that will.
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