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Manga is the backbone of Japanese popular culture, influencing everything from television, movies, and
video games to novels, art, and theater. Shojo manga (girls’ comics) has been seminal to the genre as a whole
and especially formative for Japanese girls’ culture throughout the postwar era. In Straight from the Heart,
Jennifer Prough examines the shojo manga industry as a site of cultural storytelling, illuminating the ways
that issues of mass media, gender, production, and consumption are involved in the process of creating shojo
manga.

With their glittery pastel covers and focus on human relationships and romance, shojo manga are thoroughly
marked by gender?as indeed are almost all manga titles, magazines, and publishing divisions. Drawing on
two years of fieldwork on the production of shojo manga, Prough analyzes shojo manga texts and their
magazine contexts to explain their distinctive appeal, probe the gendered dynamics inherent in their creation,
and demonstrate the feedback system that links producers and consumers in a continuous cycle of "affective
labor." Each chapter focuses on one facet of shojo manga production (stories, format, personnel, industry
dynamics), providing engaging insights into this popular medium. Tacking between story development,
interactive magazine features, and relationships between male editors and female artists, Prough examines
the concrete ways in which shojo manga reflect, refract, and fabricate constructions of gender, consumption,
and intimacy. Straight from the Heart thus weaves together issues of production and consumption, human
relations, and gender to explain the unique world of shojo manga and to interpret its dramatic cultural and
economic success on a national?and increasingly global?scale.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Froelich:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for us. The book Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy,
and the Cultural Production of Shojo Manga was making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Straight from the Heart: Gender,
Intimacy, and the Cultural Production of Shojo Manga is not only giving you more new information but also
for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship using the book Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and the Cultural
Production of Shojo Manga. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Kimi Frantz:

This book untitled Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and the Cultural Production of Shojo Manga to
be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get
a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by
using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book
from your list.

Nicholas Sheen:

You will get this Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and the Cultural Production of Shojo Manga by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Alan Archuleta:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
actually Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and the Cultural Production of Shojo Manga.
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