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Each year, more than two million pilgrims from over 100 countries converge on the holy city of Meccato
reenact the ritual dramas that Muslims have been performing for centuries. Making the hajj is one of the
most important dutiesin the life of aMuslim. The pilgrimage-and itsimpact on international politics-is
enormous and growing every year, yet Westerners know virtually nothing about it. What is the hgjj and what
does it mean? Who are the hajjis? What do they do and say in Mecca and how do they interpret their
experiences? Who runs the hgjj and what are their political objectives? How does the hajj encourage
international cooperation among Muslims and can it al'so promote harmony between Islam and the West? In
Guests of God, Robert R. Bianchi seeks to answer these and many other questions. Whileit isfirst and
foremost areligious festival, he shows, the hajj is aso very much a political event. The Muslim world's
leading multinational organization, the Organization of the Islamic Conference, has established the first
international regime explicitly devoted to pilgrimage. Every large Muslim nation has developed a
comprehensive hajj policy and a powerful bureaucracy to enforceit. Y et, Bianchi argues, no authority-
secular or religious, national or international-can really control the hajj. Pilgrims believe that they are entitled
to travel freely to Mecca as "Guests of God"-not as guests of any nation or organization that might wish to
restrict or profit from their effortsto fulfill afundamental religious obligation. Drawing on his personal
experience as a pilgrim and a wealth of data gathered over the course of ten years of research, Bianchi has
produced afascinating look at the hajj filled with personal, candid stories from political and religious leaders
and hajjis from all walks of life. A wide-ranging study of Islam, politics, and power, Guests of God isthe
most compl ete picture of the hajj available anywhere.
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From reader reviews:
Jessica Garcia;

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politics in the Islamic World. Try to make
book Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politicsin the Islamic World as your good friend. It means that it can to
get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , et us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Debra Sims;

The book Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politicsin the IsSlamic World can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Palitics in the Islamic World? Some of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Poalitics in the Islamic World has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by
available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Deborah Ander son:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Guests of
God: Pilgrimage and Poaliticsin the Islamic World suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politicsin the ISsamic Worldis
the main one of severa books that everyone read now. This book was inspired alot of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author
explained their ideain the simple way, and so al of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Harry Blalock:

The guide with title Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politics in the Isamic World includes alot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That
isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new
era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.
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