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Hope and faith were in short supply among Soviet liberals by the late 1960s. Writing about the popular
culture of the Soviet intellectual during the years of post-Stalinist thaw, Anatoly Vishevsky cites the Soviet
invasion of Czechoslovakia as aformal landmark that inaugurated the period in which irony was propelled to
the forefront of the literary and cultural scene. Irony was the direct product of disillusion and despair over the
apparent abandonment of the promising post-thaw ideals and values. This period that ended with the
beginning of perestroika and glasnost, Vishevsky believes, also was the incubator of many processes now
prevalent in the country's literature and culture. Although censorship kept thisironic worldview off the main
stage of Soviet literature, it surfaced in peripheral forms - stand-up comedy, songs of the "bards, " short
stories in periodicals and newspapers, radio and TV shows, local cinematography, regional literature - works
that friends discussed over kitchen tables, "where most heated debates usually took place in the Soviet
Union." A major part of the book is devoted to a corpus of writing never before treated critically: theironic
stories that appeared in the late 1960s and the 1970s in Soviet humor periodicals and in the humor pages of
newspapers and magazines. These stories, each three to ten typed pages, were presumably tolerated by the
Soviet authorities because of their brevity and their often unassuming placement in the back pages of
magazines. The stories collected here, trandlated for the first time in English and including several by
Aksyonov and Bitov, constitute a new subgenre in the history of Russian literature - the ironic short story.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Overbay:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Soviet Literary Culturein the
1970s: The Politics of Irony that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading hahit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but
for al of you who wants to always be success person. So, for al of you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you can pick Soviet Literary Culture in the 1970s: The Politics of Irony become your current
Starter.

Nikki Jones:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Soviet Literary Culture in the 1970s:
The Politics of Irony is simpleto create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Milan Allen:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Soviet Literary Culture in the 1970s: The
Politics of Irony can give you alot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Soviet Literary
Culture in the 1970s: The Politics of Irony.

Antonio Mock:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Soviet Literary Culturein the 1970s:
The Politics of Irony.
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