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In 1884 American physicians discovered the anesthetic value of cocaine, and over the next three decades this
substance derived from the coca plant became so popular that it became, ironically, a public health problem.
Demand exceeded supply; abuse proliferated. The black market produced a legendary underground of
"cocaine fiends." As attempts at regulation failed, Congress in 1914 banned cocaine outright, and America
launched its longstanding war against now-illegal drugs.

Challenging "traditional thinking about both the 'rise' and 'fall' of drug problems" (which makes legal
prohibition the pivotal point in the story), Spillane examines phenomena that have eluded earlier students of
drug history. He explores the role of American business in fostering consumer interest in cocaine during the
years when no law proscribed its use, the ways in which authorities and social agents tried nonetheless to
establish informal controls on the substance, and the mixed results they achieved.

In asking how this pain-allaying drug became recognizably dangerous, how reformers tried to ameliorate its
social effects, and how an underground of cocaine abusers developed even before regulation of the drug
industry as a whole, Spillane discovers contingency, complication, and mixed motives. Arguing that the
underground drug culture had origins other than in federal prohibition can tell us as we face questions about
drug policy today.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Bencomo:

This Cocaine: From Medical Marvel to Modern Menace in the United States, 1884-1920 (Studies in Industry
and Society) are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Cocaine: From Medical Marvel to Modern Menace in the United States, 1884-1920
(Studies in Industry and Society) can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Cocaine: From Medical Marvel to Modern Menace in the United
States, 1884-1920 (Studies in Industry and Society) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Everett Dean:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Cocaine: From Medical Marvel to Modern Menace in the United States, 1884-1920 (Studies in Industry and
Society) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then
become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Cocaine: From
Medical Marvel to Modern Menace in the United States, 1884-1920 (Studies in Industry and Society) giving
you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better
life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Felecia Holst:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Cocaine: From Medical Marvel to Modern
Menace in the United States, 1884-1920 (Studies in Industry and Society) book written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still skepticism Cocaine: From Medical Marvel to Modern Menace in the United States, 1884-1920
(Studies in Industry and Society) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.



Garry Brown:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book Cocaine: From Medical Marvel to Modern Menace in the United States, 1884-1920 (Studies in
Industry and Society). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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