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From the colonial period to the end of the Civil War, children’s books taught young Americans how to be
good citizens and gave them the freedom, autonomy, and possibility to imagine themselves as such, despite
the actual limitations of the law concerning child citizenship. Imaginary Citizens argues that the origin and
evolution of the concept of citizenship in the United States centrally involved struggles over the meaning and
boundaries of childhood.

Children were thought of as more than witnesses to American history and governance—they were
representatives of "the people" in general. Early on, the parent-child relationship was used as an analogy for
the relationship between England and America, and later, the president was equated to a father and the
people to his children.

There was a backlash, however. In order to contest the patriarchal idea that all individuals owed childlike
submission to their rulers, Americans looked to new theories of human development that limited political
responsibility to those with a mature ability to reason. Yet Americans also based their concept of citizenship
on the idea that all people are free and accountable at every age. Courtney Weikle-Mills discusses such
characters as Goody Two-Shoes, Ichabod Crane, and Tom Sawyer in terms of how they reflect these
conflicting ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Hughes:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Imaginary Citizens book as basic
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Robert Hyde:

The actual book Imaginary Citizens will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Imaginary Citizens is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Barbara Goodman:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long
to reading a reserve. The book Imaginary Citizens it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Sherrill Height:

Why? Because this Imaginary Citizens is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other
book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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