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This biography of Madame du Deffand describes the life of this highly intelligent libertine and the role she
played in the social and cultural life of 18th-century France. Quoting extensively from her subject's
correspondence, Craveri attempts to relive the world of the "philosophes" of the Enlightment, centred around
Voltaire and d'Alembert, and unravels a complex world of extreme intelligence, taste and sensibility,
revealing a new view of reality, full of foreboding for the future. Gifted with destructive insight, and
dominated by obsessive boredom, Madame du Deffand tended towards cynicism and wariness in her opinion
of men, ever-fearful of being disappointed by others. When she became old and blind, she developed a
passion for the young English writer Horace Walpole, son of the Prime Minister. The author has been
awarded the Viareggio and Comisso prizes in Italy and the Prix de Meilleur Livre Etranger in France for this
biography.
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From reader reviews:

Joanna Weekley:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Madame Du
Deffand and World? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Curtis Tyson:

The actual book Madame Du Deffand and World will bring you to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this
book very suited to you. The book Madame Du Deffand and World is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Emanuel Douglas:

The book untitled Madame Du Deffand and World contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in
the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

John Wiser:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the Madame Du Deffand and World when you essential it?
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