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Mary McLeod Bethune was a significant figure in American political history. She devoted her life to
advancing equal social, economic, and political rights for blacks. She distinguished herself by creating
lasting institutions that trained black women for visible and expanding public leadership roles. Few have
been as effective in the devel opment of women'’s leadership for group advancement. Despite her
accomplishments, the means, techniques, and actions Bethune employed in fighting for equality have been
widely misinterpreted.

Mary McLeod Bethune and Black Women' s Palitical Activism seeks to remedy the misconceptions
surrounding this important political figure. Joyce A. Hanson shows that the choices Bethune made often
appear contradictory, unless one understands that she was a transitional figure with one foot in the nineteenth
century and the other in the twentieth. Bethune, who lived from 1875 to 1955, struggled to reconcile her
nineteenth-century notions of women’s moral superiority with the changing political realities of the twentieth
century. She used two conceptually distinct levels of activism—one nonconfrontational and designed to
slowly undermine systemic racism, the other openly confrontational and designed to challenge the most overt
discrimination—in her efforts to achieve equality.

Hanson uses awide range of never- or little-used primary sources and adds a significant dimension to the
historical discussion of black women'’s organizations by such scholars as Elsa Barkley Brown, Sharon
Harley, and Rosalyn Terborg-Penn. The book extends the current debate about black women’s political
activism in recent work by Stephanie Shaw, Evelyn Brooks-Higginbotham, and Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore.

Examining the historical evolution of African American women'’s activism in the critical period between
1920 and 1950, atime previously characterized as “doldrums’ for both feminist and civil rights activity,
Mary McLeod Bethune and Black Women'’s Political Activism isimportant for understanding the centrality
of black women to the political fight for social, economic, and racial justice.
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From reader reviews:
Yadira Singh:

In other case, little people like to read book Mary McL eod Bethune and Black Women's Political Activism
(Missouri Biography). Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about
how isimportant abook Mary McL eod Bethune and Black Women's Political Activism (Missouri
Biography). Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily
open abook or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel fed up to
go to thelibrary. Let'slearn.

Linda Hender son:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle awaystry to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is Mary

McL eod Bethune and Black Women's Political Activism (Missouri Biography).

Gary Askew:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Mary McL eod Bethune and Black Women's
Political Activism (Missouri Biography) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who al read the book. Written within good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you
still question Mary McL eod Bethune and Black Women's Palitical Activism (Missouri Biography) as good
book not just by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't judge book by its
cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense aready told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Mario Davis:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. With the book Mary McL eod Bethune and Black Women's Palitical Activism (Missouri
Biography) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person
must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life with that book Mary McLeod Bethune and Black Women's Political Activism (Missouri



Biography). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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