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More Damning than Slaughter is the first broad study of desertion in the Confederate army. Incorporating
extensive archival research with a synthesis of other secondary material, Mark A. Weitz confronts a question
never fully addressed until now: did desertion hurt the Confederacy?
 
Coupled with problems such as speculation, food and clothing shortages, conscription, taxation, and a
pervasive focus on the protection of local interests, desertion started as a military problem and spilled over
into the civilian world. Fostered by a military culture that treated absenteeism leniently early in the war,
desertion steadily increased and by 1863 reached epidemic proportions. A Union policy that permitted
Confederate deserters to swear allegiance to the Union and then return home encouraged desertion. Equally
important in persuading men to desert was the direct appeal from loved ones on the home front—letters from
wives begging soldiers to come home for harvests, births, and other events.
 
By 1864 deserter bands infested some portion of every Confederate state. Preying on the civilian population,
many of these bands became irregular military units that frustrated virtually every effort to subdue them.
Ultimately, desertion not only depleted the Confederate army but also threatened “home” and undermined
civilian morale. By examining desertion, Weitz assesses how deteriorating southern civilian morale and
growing unwillingness to contribute goods and services to the war led to defeat.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Fernandez:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in
the Confederate Army book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Juan Moses:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this More Damning than Slaughter:
Desertion in the Confederate Army e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty More
Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army as good book not merely by the cover but also
with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Lois Huseby:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the
Confederate Army was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book More
Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.

Belinda Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra More Damning than
Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army.
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