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Reinaldo Arenas is considered one of the most important Cuban writers of recent decades.  His most
ambitious project was a pentalogy on Cuban history, a magnificent literary legacy that he worked on
intermittently from the time he was eighteen.  Three of the novels are available in English, and the last two
(completed shortly before his suicide in 1990 and published in their original Spanish one year later) will be
available in English shortly.

  Arenas described these five books as both a writer's autobiography and a metaphor of Cuban history.
Francisco Soto's study, the first to examine the quintet in its entirety and in English, considers the five-book
sequence in the context of Cuba's state-sanctioned tradition that promotes documentary novels of immediate
and practical utility.

 Soto argues that Arenas subverted that tradition, insisting that the writer's voice must be a call for freedom,
challenging both literary and social establishments.  Arenas's criticism of the Cuban Revolution was more
than an attack against communism, Soto says; it was an angry cry against injustice and against a system that
persecuted him simply for being homosexual.  The characters of the pentalogy--"dissidents, 'extravagants,'
dreamers, freethinkers, homosexuals"--represent marginal persectives that Arenas believed should be given a
voice in documentary novels but were not.

 The appendix contains a conversation (translated into English) between Soto and Arenas that took place in
1987--revised and expanded by Arenas shortly before his death--in which the novelist talks at length about
the pentalogy and its genesis.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Jones:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Reinaldo Arenas: The Pentagonia.

Myrtie Hammond:

In other case, little folks like to read book Reinaldo Arenas: The Pentagonia. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Reinaldo Arenas: The
Pentagonia. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that.
In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Dale Moore:

The book Reinaldo Arenas: The Pentagonia make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Reinaldo Arenas: The Pentagonia
being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a publication
Reinaldo Arenas: The Pentagonia. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Karin Eubanks:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to reading a
publication. The book Reinaldo Arenas: The Pentagonia it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.
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