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Neighborhood support groups have always played a key role in helping the poor survive, but combating
poverty requires more than simply meeting the needs of day-to-day subsistence. Social Capital and Poor
Communities shows the significant achievements that can be made through collective strategies, which
empower the poor to become active partners in revitalizing their neighborhoods. Trust and cooperation
among residents and local organizations such as churches, small businesses, and unions form the basis of
social capital, which provides access to resources that would otherwise be out of reach to poor families.

Social Capital and Poor Communities examines civic initiatives that have built affordable housing, fostered
small businesses, promoted neighborhood safety, and increased political participation. At the core of each
initiative lie local institutions—church congregations, parent-teacher groups, tenant associations, and
community improvement alliances. The contributors explore how such groups build networks of leaders and
followers and how the social power they cultivate can be successfully transferred from smaller goals to
broader political advocacy. For example, community-based groups often become platforms for leaders
hoping to run for local office. Church-based groups and interfaith organizations can lobby for affordable
housing, job training programs, and school improvement.

Social Capital and Poor Communities convincingly demonstrates why building social capital is so important
in enabling the poor to seek greater access to financial resources and public services. As the contributors
make clear, this task is neither automatic nor easy. The book's frank discussions of both successes and
failures illustrate the pitfalls—conflicts of interest, resistance from power elites, and racial exclusion—that
can threaten even the most promising initiatives. The impressive evidence in this volume offers valuable
insights into how goal formation, leadership, and cooperation can be effectively cultivated, resulting in a
remarkable force for change and a rich public life even for those communities mired in seemingly hopeless
poverty.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Garibay:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Social Capital and Poor Communities
(Ford Foundation Series on Asset Building). All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

William Martin:

Typically the book Social Capital and Poor Communities (Ford Foundation Series on Asset Building) will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea
is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Social Capital
and Poor Communities (Ford Foundation Series on Asset Building) is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Annie Rose:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is
this Social Capital and Poor Communities (Ford Foundation Series on Asset Building).

Douglas Brim:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Social Capital and Poor Communities (Ford Foundation Series on Asset Building) your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Social Capital and Poor Communities
(Ford Foundation Series on Asset Building) giving you one more experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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