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Winner of the Award for Excellence in the Study of Religion from the American Academy of Religion, in the●

Textual Studies Category, as the best book in religious studies focusing on textual analysis published in
2009.
Winner of the Jordan Schnitzer Award from the Association for Jewish Studies, as the best book published●

in biblical studies, rabbinics, or archaeology in the years 2006-2009.

In The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel, Benjamin D. Sommer investigates the notion of a
deity's body and self in ancient Israel, Canaan, and Mesopotamia. He uncovers a lost ancient Near Eastern
perception of divinity according to which an essential difference between gods and humans was that gods
had more than one body and fluid, unbounded selves. Though the dominant strains of biblical religion
rejected it, a monotheistic version of this theological intuition is found in some biblical texts. Later Jewish
and Christian thinkers inherited this ancient way of thinking; ideas such as the sefirot in kabbalah and the
trinity in Christianity represent a late version of this theology. This book forces us to rethink the distinction
between monotheism and polytheism, as this notion of divine fluidity is found in both polytheistic cultures
(Babylonia, Assyria, Canaan) and monotheistic ones (biblical religion, Jewish mysticism, Christianity),
whereas it is absent in some polytheistic cultures (classical Greece). The Bodies of God and the World of
Ancient Israel has important repercussions not only for biblical scholarship and comparative religion but for
Jewish-Christian dialogue.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Macdougall:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel
as the daily resource information.

Patrice Gasaway:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Bodies of God
and the World of Ancient Israel that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your
good habit, it is possible to pick The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel become your personal
starter.

Colin Rousey:

This The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel is fresh way for you who has attention to look for
some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Bodies of God and the World of
Ancient Israel can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Marge Lee:

You may get this The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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