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Brilliant Plumage, Exquisite Technique: An unsurpassed monument in the history of scientific
illustration
Edward Lear may be best known for his nonsense verse, but in his early years he excelled as an illustrator
of birds and reptiles. This set of 42 hand-colored lithographs, originally entitled Illustrations of the Family of
Psittacidae, or Parrots, was the finest achievement of his relatively brief career as a natural history
draftsman, before failing eyesight led him to concentrate on his writing.

During Lear’s time, live parrots were rare and much sought-after, bought and sold for large sums by wealthy
amateurs of natural history, and prized by 19th century European aristocracy for their astonishing plumage
and mimickry of the human voice. Naturally, fine drawings of them were also highly prized. One of the first
collections entirely dedicated to the species, Parrots includes African, Australian, and American parrots bred
by eminent ornithologists such as Sir William Jardine and Prideaux John Selby, who sponsored Lear,
inspiring and directing his work. Unlike other avian illustrators who often worked with stuffed birds, the
young and prodigiously talented Lear (1812–1888) made his drawings from live parrots, capturing their
expressions and movements in remarkably lifelike illustrations. The new medium of hand-colored
lithography facilitated the vivid elegance of Lear’s work.

This exquisite collection was originally reproduced in only 175 precious sets and sold by subscription to
Britain’s most eminent scholars and wealthy collectors of living parrots. The Psittacidae established Lear
as a celebrated illustrator, and professor of drawing to the young Queen Victoria. With a brief zoological
introduction and written descriptions of each bird, TASCHEN’s perfect reprint brings Lear’s parrots
back to life for all to admire.
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From reader reviews:

David Henry:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book The Parrots, Die Papageien - Les Perroquets: The
Complete Plates, Samtliche Tafeln Toutes les planches it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Aaron Jack:

The reason? Because this The Parrots, Die Papageien - Les Perroquets: The Complete Plates, Samtliche
Tafeln Toutes les planches is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea
but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Douglas Moskowitz:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Parrots, Die Papageien - Les
Perroquets: The Complete Plates, Samtliche Tafeln Toutes les planches is simple bringing you can read it in
the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Linda Thomas:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Parrots, Die Papageien - Les Perroquets: The
Complete Plates, Samtliche Tafeln Toutes les planches was colorful and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Parrots, Die Papageien - Les Perroquets: The Complete Plates,
Samtliche Tafeln Toutes les planches has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose
the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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