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White Sand Black Beach: Civil Rights, Public Space, and Miami’s Virginia Key Gregory W. Bush
“Provides new insights into the torturous legacy of race in Miami through the vantage point of Virginia
Beach.”—Paul S. George, author of Along the Miami River
 
“With ample measures of passion and research, Bush has written a remarkable book about a special place:
Virginia Key, a reminder of the possibilities of protest and change.”—Gary R. Mormino, author of Land of
Sunshine, State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida
 
“Illuminates the African American contribution to the ways in which we understand and attach meaning to
the notion of public spaces.”—Robert Cassanello, author of To Render Invisible: Jim Crow and Public Life
in New South Jacksonville
 
In May 1945, activists staged a “wade-in” at a whites-only beach in Miami, protesting the Jim Crow–era
laws that denied blacks access to recreational waterfront areas. Pressured by protestors in this first postwar
civil rights demonstration, the Dade County Commission ultimately designated the difficult-to-access
Virginia Key as a beach for African Americans. The beach became vitally important to the community,
offering a place to congregate with family and friends and to enjoy the natural wonders of the area. It was
also a tangible victory in the continuing struggle for civil rights in public space.

As Florida beaches were later desegregated, many viewed Virginia Key as symbolic of an oppressive past
and ceased to patronize it. At the same time, white leaders responded to desegregation by decreasing
attention to and funding for public spaces in general. The beach was largely ignored and eventually shut
down.

In White Sand Black Beach, historian and longtime Miami activist Gregory Bush recounts this unique story
and the current state of the public waterfront in Miami. Recently environmentalists, community leaders, and
civil rights activists have come together to revitalize the beach, and Bush highlights the potential to stimulate
civic engagement in public planning processes. While local governments defer to booster and lobbying
interests pushing for destination casinos and boat shows, Bush calls for a land ethic that connects people to
the local environment. He seeks to shift the local political divisions beyond established interest groups and
neoliberalism to a broader vision that simplifies human needs, and reconnects people to fundamental values
such as health. A place of fellowship, relaxation, and interaction with nature, this beach, Bush argues, offers
a common ground of hope for a better future.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Stafford:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this White Sand Black Beach: Civil Rights,
Public Space, and Miami’s Virginia Key book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Carey Gilliam:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
White Sand Black Beach: Civil Rights, Public Space, and Miami’s Virginia Key your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get before. The White Sand Black Beach: Civil Rights, Public
Space, and Miami’s Virginia Key giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Harrison Bowman:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking White Sand Black Beach: Civil
Rights, Public Space, and Miami’s Virginia Key that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
much better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you can pick White Sand Black Beach: Civil Rights, Public Space, and Miami’s
Virginia Key become your own personal starter.

Ida Acord:

Beside this specific White Sand Black Beach: Civil Rights, Public Space, and Miami’s Virginia Key in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have White Sand Black Beach: Civil Rights, Public Space, and
Miami’s Virginia Key because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have
book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your



hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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