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Since its original publication in 1949, Irving A. Leonard's pioneering Books of the Brave has endured as the
classic account of the introduction of literary culture to Spain's New World. Leonard's study documents the
works of fiction that accompanied and followed the conquistadores to the Americas and goes on to argue that
popular texts influenced these men and shaped the way they thought and wrote about their New World
experiences.

For the first time in English, this edition combines Leonard's text with a selection of the documents that were
his most valuable sources—nine lists of books destined for the Indies. Containing a wealth of information
that is sure to spark future study, these lists provide the documentary evidence for what is perhaps Leonard's
greatest contribution: his demonstration that royal and inquisitorial prohibitions failed to control the
circulation of books and ideas in colonial Spanish America.

Rolena Adorno's introduction signals the lasting value of Books of the Brave and brings the reader up to date
on developments in cultural-historical studies that have shed light on the role of books in Spanish American
colonial culture. Adorno situates Leonard's work at the threshold between older, triumphalist views of
Spanish conquest history and more recent perspectives engendered by studies of native American peoples.

With its rich descriptions of the book trade in both Spain and America, Books of the Brave has much to offer
historians as well as literary critics. Indeed, it is a highly readable and engaging book for anyone interested in
the cultural life of the New World.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Henricks:

The book Books of the brave can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Books of the brave? A number of
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible
to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Books of the brave has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Mays:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Books of the brave book is readable through you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Books of the
brave content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Books of
the brave is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Paul Smith:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be examine. Books of the
brave can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Truman Gallagher:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
book Books of the brave we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being
creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Books of the brave. You can more desirable than now.
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