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In this wide-ranging and stimulating book, a leading authority on the history of medicine and science
presents convincing evidence that Dutch commerce—not religion—inspired the rise of science in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Harold J. Cook scrutinizes a wealth of historical documents relating to
the study of medicine and natural history in the Netherlands and elsewhere in Europe, Brazil, South Africa,
and Asia during this era, and his conclusions are fresh and exciting. He uncovers direct links between the rise
of trade and commerce in the Dutch Empire and the flourishing of scientific investigation.
Cook argues that engaging in commerce changed the thinking of Dutch citizens, leading to a new emphasis
on such values as objectivity, accumulation, and description. The preference for accurate information that
accompanied the rise of commerce also laid the groundwork for the rise of science globally, wherever the
Dutch engaged in trade. Medicine and natural history were fundamental aspects of this new science, as
reflected in the development of gardens for both pleasure and botanical study, anatomical theaters, curiosity
cabinets, and richly illustrated books about nature. Sweeping in scope and original in its insights, this book
revises previous understandings of the history of science and ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Alexander:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Matters of Exchange: Commerce,
Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age. Try to make the book Matters of Exchange: Commerce,
Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when
you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Rafael Brooks:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Matters of Exchange:
Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age. All type of book can you see on many options.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Paul Heisler:

The actual book Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age will
bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Matters of Exchange: Commerce,
Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jason Cook:

This Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age is great book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can declare
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer
you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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