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Painstakingly constructed by hand of plant fiber and precious feathers from endemic birds of Hawai‘i,
feather cloaks and capes provided spiritual protection to Hawaiian chiefs for centuries while proclaiming
their royal status. Few of the artworks known as n? hulu ali‘i, or royal feathers, survive today except in
museums and private collections. Through photographs and scholarly essays, Royal Hawaiian Featherwork
highlights approximately seventy-five rare examples of the finest featherwork capes and cloaks (‘ahu‘ula)
extant, as well as royal staffs of feathers (k?hili), feather lei (lei hulu manu), helmets (mahiole), feathered
god images (akua hulu manu), and related eighteenth- and nineteenth-century paintings and works on paper.

With their brilliant coloring and abstract compositions of crescents, triangles, circles, quadrilaterals, and
lines, the artworks are both beautiful and rich in cultural significance. In the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, featherworks were key items of indigenous Hawaiian diplomacy, used to secure political alliances
and agreements, worn as battlefield regalia, and seized as spoils from defeated chiefs. Later, in the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, the featherworks?used in trading and gifts to foreign visitors?became symbols
of Hawaiian heritage and cultural pride.

This stunningly illustrated volume also serves as the catalogue to accompany the first exhibition of Hawaiian
featherwork to be staged on the U.S. continent, scheduled for a six-month run starting in late August 2015 at
the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. The book and exhibition provide an overdue opportunity for the
public to discover the central role these artworks played in the culture and history of the Hawaiian Islands, to
explore their unparalleled technical craftsmanship, and to discover an aesthetic tradition unique to the
Hawaiian archipelago.

Essays by: Samuel M. Ohukani?hia Gon III, Marques Marzan, Maile Andrade, Noelle Kahanu, Betty Kam,
Adrienne Kaeppler, Stacy L. Kamehiro, Christina Hellmich, and Roger Rose.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Bryant:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Royal Hawaiian Featherwork: Na Hulu Alii. Try to face the book
Royal Hawaiian Featherwork: Na Hulu Alii as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jorge Raines:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Royal Hawaiian Featherwork: Na
Hulu Alii is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Lillie Rose:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Royal Hawaiian Featherwork: Na Hulu Alii it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Brian Robinson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Royal Hawaiian Featherwork: Na Hulu Alii can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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