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The Serpent Column, a bronze sculpture that has stood in Delphi and Constantinople, today Istanbul, is a
Greek representation of the Near Eastern primordial combat myth: it is Typhon, a dragon defeated by Zeus,
and also Python slain by Apollo. The column was created after the Battle of Plataia (479 BC), where the sky
was dominated by serpentine constellations and by the spiralling tails of the Milky Way. It was erected as a
votive for Apollo and as a monument to the victory of the united Greek poleis over the Persians. It is as a
victory monument that the column was transplanted to Constantinople and erected in the hippodrome. The
column remained a monument to cosmic victory through centuries, but also took on other meanings.
Through the Byzantine centuries these interpretation were fundamentally Christian, drawing upon serpentine
imagery in Scripture, patristic and homiletic writings. When Byzantines saw the monument they reflected
upon this multivalent serpentine symbolism, but also the fact that it was a bronze column. For these
observers, it evoked the Temple's brazen pillars, Moses' brazen serpent, the serpentine tempter of Genesis
(Satan), and the beast of Revelation. The column was inserted into Christian sacred history, symbolizing
creation and the end times. The most enduring interpretation of the column, which is unrelated to religion,
and therefore survived the Ottoman capture of the city, is as a talisman against snakes and snake-bites. It is
this tale that was told by travellers to Constantinople throughout the Middle Ages, and it is this story that is
told to tourists today who visit Istanbul. In this book, Paul Stephenson twists together multiple strands to
relate the cultural biography of a unique monument.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Anderson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Serpent Column: A Cultural Biography (Onassis Series in Hellenic
Culture).

Jack Alexandre:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Serpent Column: A Cultural Biography
(Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book
with you?

Patrick Richards:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled The Serpent Column: A Cultural
Biography (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Charles Bock:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is The Serpent Column: A Cultural Biography (Onassis Series in
Hellenic Culture) this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to



explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why
this book acceptable all of you.
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