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Uniquely inspired by the work of mythologist Joseph Campbell and psychologist Jean Houston, The Soul of
Screenwriting demonstrates how the "screenwriting by numbers" approach that offers templates into which
the writer may mechanically drop his or her story idea is fundamentally incomplete. Keith Cunningham
maintains that in doing so, one ignores the process of writing. Screenwriting is a long journey and even the
most gifted screenwriters get lost along the way. Getting lost, Cunningham reminds us, is part of the process
too.

What the writer experiences in the act of writing has never been taken into account, yet this is where the
screenplay comes from: the writer's here-and-now experience while working on the story. Information-left-
brain concepts and techniques about plot structure, character development and orchestration, the dynamics of
scenes and sequences-is all necessary. But it is what one does with the information that makes a truly great
screenplay. In The Soul of Screenwriting, Cunningham demonstrates that good screenwriting is more than
hitting the big "plot points" with exciting action. G ood screenwriting also has integrity and authenticity. It
has a "voice," and because it has a voice it speaks to the audience. To gain a voice, the writer needs the heat
of creative imagination: passion, commitment, enthusiasm, a drive to know the truth of the characters, and an
urge to get to the core of the dramatic conflict without resorting to escapism. These are qualities of the heart,
and as Cunningham argues, screenwriting can indeed be, in Carlos Castañeda's phrase, a path with heart.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Brewer:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Soul of Screenwriting: On Writing, Dramatic Truth, and
Knowing Yourself.

Donna Jost:

This The Soul of Screenwriting: On Writing, Dramatic Truth, and Knowing Yourself book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Soul of Screenwriting: On Writing, Dramatic
Truth, and Knowing Yourself without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry The Soul of Screenwriting: On Writing, Dramatic Truth, and
Knowing Yourself can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Soul of Screenwriting: On
Writing, Dramatic Truth, and Knowing Yourself having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Larson:

Here thing why this specific The Soul of Screenwriting: On Writing, Dramatic Truth, and Knowing Yourself
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Soul of Screenwriting: On Writing,
Dramatic Truth, and Knowing Yourself giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Soul of Screenwriting: On Writing, Dramatic
Truth, and Knowing Yourself. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Soul of Screenwriting: On Writing, Dramatic Truth, and
Knowing Yourself in e-book can be your option.

Annie Adcock:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can



satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
examine. The Soul of Screenwriting: On Writing, Dramatic Truth, and Knowing Yourself can be your
answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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