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Palliative medicine was first recognised as a specialist field in 1987. One hundred years earlier, London
based doctor William Munk published a treatise on 'easeful death' that mapped out the principles of practical,
spiritual, and medical support at the end of life. In the intervening years a major process of development took
place which led to innovative services, new approaches to the study and relief of pain and other symptoms, a
growing interest in 'holistic'
care, and a desire to gain more recognition for care at the end of life.

This book traces the history of palliative medicine, from its nineteenth-century origins, to its modern practice
around the world. It takes in the changing meaning of 'euthanasia', assesses the role of religious and
philanthropic organisations in the creation of homes for the dying, and explores how twentieth-century
doctors created a special focus on end of life care. To Comfort Always traces the rise of clinical studies,
academic programmes and international collaborations to
promote palliative care. It examines the continuing need to support development with evidence, and assesses
the dilemmas of unequal access to services and pain relieving drugs, as well as the periodic accusations of
creeping medicalization within the field.

This is the first history of its kind, and the breadth of information it encompasses makes it an essential
resource for those interested in the long-term achievements of palliative medicine as well as the challenges
that remain.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Franco:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take To Comfort Always: A history of palliative medicine since the
nineteenth century (Oxford Medical Histories) as your daily resource information.

Dean Rakestraw:

This book untitled To Comfort Always: A history of palliative medicine since the nineteenth century (Oxford
Medical Histories) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can
order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this publication from your list.

Patricia Welling:

To Comfort Always: A history of palliative medicine since the nineteenth century (Oxford Medical
Histories) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing To Comfort Always: A history of palliative medicine since the nineteenth
century (Oxford Medical Histories) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Joshua Cameron:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The To Comfort Always: A history of palliative medicine since the nineteenth century
(Oxford Medical Histories) will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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