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American cities have experienced a remarkable surge in convention center development over the last two
decades, with exhibit hall space growing from 40 million square feet in 1990 to 70 million in 2011—an
increase of almost 75 percent. Proponents of these projects promised new jobs, new private development,
and new tax revenues. Yet even as cities from Boston and Orlando to Phoenix and Seattle have invested in
more convention center space, the return on that investment has proven limited and elusive. Why, then, do
cities keep building them?

Written by one of the nation's foremost urban development experts, Convention Center Follies exposes the
forces behind convention center development and the revolution in local government finance that has
privileged convention centers over alternative public investments. Through wide-ranging examples from
cities across the country as well as in-depth case studies of Chicago, Atlanta, and St. Louis, Heywood T.
Sanders examines the genesis of center projects, the dealmaking, and the circular logic of convention center
development. Using a robust set of archival resources—including internal minutes of business consultants
and the personal papers of big city mayors—Sanders offers a systematic analysis of the consultant forecasts
and promises that have sustained center development and the ways those forecasts have been manipulated
and proven false. This record reveals that business leaders sought not community-wide economic benefit or
growth but, rather, to reshape land values and development opportunities in the downtown core.

A probing look at a so-called economic panacea, Convention Center Follies dissects the inner workings of
America's convention center boom and provides valuable lessons in urban government, local business
growth, and civic redevelopment.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Williams:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Convention Center Follies:
Politics, Power, and Public Investment in American Cities (American Business, Politics, and Society). All
type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Susan Arnold:

This Convention Center Follies: Politics, Power, and Public Investment in American Cities (American
Business, Politics, and Society) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Convention Center Follies:
Politics, Power, and Public Investment in American Cities (American Business, Politics, and Society)
without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Convention Center Follies: Politics, Power, and Public Investment in American Cities
(American Business, Politics, and Society) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Convention Center Follies: Politics, Power, and Public Investment in American Cities (American Business,
Politics, and Society) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

John McDole:

You can find this Convention Center Follies: Politics, Power, and Public Investment in American Cities
(American Business, Politics, and Society) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern
era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Dawn Dustin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you



knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Convention Center
Follies: Politics, Power, and Public Investment in American Cities (American Business, Politics, and
Society).
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