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During the Apartheid years in South Africa, a copy of The Complete Works of William Shakespeare was
smuggled around the prison on Robben Island. The book's significance resides in the fact that the book's
owner, Sonny Venkatratham, passed it to a number of hisfellow political prisonersin the single cells,
including Nelson Mandela, asking them to mark their favourite passages with a signature and date.
Informally known as "the Robben Island Bible", numerous prisoners sel ected the speeches that meant the
most to them and their experience as political prisoners.

In 2008 and 2010, playwright and scholar Matthew Hahn conducted interviews with eight former political
prisoners in South Africa. Offering avivid and startling account of the experience of these political prisoners
during Apartheid, this extraordinary verbatim play weaves Shakespeare's words together with first-hand
accounts from these men. They offer their reflections on their time as Liberation activists and, twenty years
later, on the costs, consequences and whether or not it was all worth it.

The play is published alongside a preface by Sonny Venkatrathnam and an introduction by South African
actor, director , playwright and cultural activist John Kani.
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From reader reviews:
Minerva Gagliano:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they are still students or it for al peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Robben Island Shakespeare
(Modern Plays). All type of book could you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Alan Levin:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity hereislook different you
can read a new book. It isreally funin your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book The Robben Island Shakespeare (Modern Plays) it is extremely good
toread. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQore simply to
read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Judy Turner:

The book untitled The Robben Island Shakespeare (Modern Plays) contain alot of information on the item.
The writer explains the girl ideawith easy way. The language is very clear to see al the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings
you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Marco Roy:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of the books in the top listing in
your reading list will be The Robben Island Shakespeare (Modern Plays). This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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