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"May be one of the greatest what-if books of the age—a volume that turns one of America’s best-
known narratives on its head.”
—Boston Globe

"Clear and insightful, it consolidates his reputation as one of America's foremost practitioners of
narrative nonfiction."
—Wall Street Journal

From the New York Times bestselling author of In The Heart of the Sea and Mayflower comes a
surprising account of the middle years of the American Revolution, and the tragic relationship
between George Washington and Benedict Arnold.

In September 1776, the vulnerable Continental Army under an unsure George Washington (who had never
commanded a large force in battle) evacuates New York after a devastating defeat by the British Army.
Three weeks later, near the Canadian border, one of his favorite generals, Benedict Arnold, miraculously
succeeds in postponing the British naval advance down Lake Champlain that might have ended the war. Four
years later, as the book ends, Washington has vanquished his demons and Arnold has fled to the enemy after
a foiled attempt to surrender the American fortress at West Point to the British. After four years of war,
America is forced to realize that the real threat to its liberties might not come from without but from within.
            Valiant Ambition is a complex, controversial, and dramatic portrait of a people in crisis and the war
that gave birth to a nation. The focus is on loyalty and personal integrity, evoking a Shakespearean tragedy
that unfolds in the key relationship of Washington and Arnold, who is an impulsive but sympathetic hero
whose misfortunes at the hands of self-serving politicians fatally destroy his faith in the legitimacy of the
rebellion. As a country wary of tyrants suddenly must figure out how it should be led, Washington’s
unmatched ability to rise above the petty politics of his time enables him to win the war that really matters.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hennessy:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Valiant
Ambition: George Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the American Revolution book as beginner
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Irene Weinstein:

This book untitled Valiant Ambition: George Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the American
Revolution to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can
order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Adam Mathews:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled Valiant Ambition: George Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the American Revolution
your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one type
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Valiant Ambition: George
Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the American Revolution giving you yet another experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now
let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Meghan Drucker:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Valiant Ambition: George
Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the American Revolution that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity
for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be



success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Valiant
Ambition: George Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the American Revolution become your own
personal starter.
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