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The epic wisdom contained in a lost library helps the author turn his life around

John Kaag is a dispirited young philosopher at sea in his marriage and his career when he stumbles upon
West Wind, a ruin of an estate in the hinterlands of New Hampshire that belonged to the eminent Harvard
philosopher William Ernest Hocking. Hocking was one of the last true giants of American philosophy and a
direct intellectual descendent of William James, the father of American philosophy and psychology, with
whom Kaag feels a deep kinship. It is James’s question “Is life worth living?” that guides this remarkable
book.

The books Kaag discovers in the Hocking library are crawling with insects and full of mold. But he resolves
to restore them, as he immediately recognizes their importance. Not only does the library at West Wind
contain handwritten notes from Whitman and inscriptions from Frost, but there are startlingly rare first
editions of Hobbes, Descartes, and Kant. As Kaag begins to catalog and read through these priceless
volumes, he embarks on a thrilling journey that leads him to the life-affirming tenets of American
philosophy?self-reliance, pragmatism, and transcendence?and to a brilliant young Kantian who joins him in
the restoration of the Hocking books.

Part intellectual history, part memoir, American Philosophy is ultimately about love, freedom, and the role
that wisdom can play in turning one’s life around.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Duncan:

This American Philosophy: A Love Story are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason why of this American Philosophy: A Love Story can be one of the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that maybe
will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this American Philosophy: A Love
Story forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Silvia Washington:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject American
Philosophy: A Love Story suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The
actual book untitled American Philosophy: A Love Storyis the one of several books that will everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you
a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Tammy Clark:

American Philosophy: A Love Story can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing American Philosophy: A Love Story
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage
of crucial pondering.

Nancy Maxfield:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book American Philosophy: A Love Story to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book
and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside
that the guide American Philosophy: A Love Story can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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