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Three hundred Jewish tales in this extraordinary volume span three continents and four millennia. Culled
from traditional sources_the Bible, Talmud, Midrash, hasidic texts, and oral folklore_and retold in modern
English by Ellen Frankel, these stories represent the brightest jewels in the vast treasure chest of Jewish lore.
Beautifully clothed in contemporary language, these classic tales sparkle with the gentle and insightful
humor of the Jewish folk imagination. And like so much of Jewish literature, these stories abound in
allusions to classic Jewish texts. Biblical cadences, phrases from the prayer book, and ideas from Jewish
proverbs and heroic legends resonate in the air when these tales are read or told aloud. In The Classic Tales,
history sheds its dust to become as intimate as family memory. While the breadth and depth of this book
make it completely unique, three special features also help distinguish it: God appears without gender
(though certainly not without personality); women characters, so often nameless in the original biblical text,
wear their midrashic names (e.g., Noah's wife Naamah, Abraham's mother Amitlai, Lot's wife Edith); and
many tales of Sephardic origin have been included to correct the common American bias toward Eastern
European sources. What's more, this volume has been uniquely designed to be of use to educators, rabbis,
parents, and students. It features a chronological table of contents as well as six separate indexes?arranged by
Jewish holidays, Torah and Haftorah readings, character types, symbols, topics, and proper names and
places_to make the tales easily referenced in a wide variety of ways. Anyone who needs a story to inspire a
child, to illustrate a point, to develop a sermon, or just to uplift his or her own thirsting soul will find just the
right one in The Classic Tales.
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From reader reviews:

Mary May:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Classic Tales: 4,000
Years of Jewish Lore. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Gloria White:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Classic Tales: 4,000 Years of Jewish Lore why because the
excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jan Dixon:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Classic Tales: 4,000 Years of
Jewish Lore which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Melvin Dwyer:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Classic Tales: 4,000 Years of
Jewish Lore or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Classic Tales: 4,000 Years of Jewish Lore to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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