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The traumas and controversies of the 1960s—the civil rights movement, the Vietnam War, and the pervasive
antiauthoritarian spirit so evident on college campuses—infiltrated American public high schools. Students
challenging their relegation to the world of children demanded the right to express their political views and
to have a voice in decisions about their education. Adopting the activist tactics of the times, they organized
strikes and demonstrations, initiated petitions and boycotts, and sought recourse through lawsuits and
occasional violence.

As racial tensions flared across the country, high schools became a crucial arena for the civil rights
movement. Drawing upon the memories of students and teachers as well as education journals, court cases,
and news magazines, Young Activists provides an insider’s look at desegregation in all regions of the
country, with a candid discussion of Black and Brown Power militancy and the reaction of white students.
Debates about the war in Vietnam also rattled the high schools as young men and women—potential draftees
and their colleagues—clashed over their judgments of American policy. In addition to these large social
issues, student activists had their own specific agendas: relaxing dress codes, taking part in school
governance, and initiating changes to the curriculum.

School authorities responded, warily but often positively. By the time activism waned in the mid-1970s,
students had succeeded in making their high schools more open, more democratic, and more in tune with the
times. Graham demonstrates that, although teenagers were indisputably influenced by the events reshaping
the wider world, they were neither pawns nor mere mimics of their elders. Rather, they drew upon the
rhetoric and strategies available to them in the 1960s to promote their own interests.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Edwin:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a guide. The book Young Activists: American High School Students in the Age of
Protest it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.

Laura Enriquez:

The reason why? Because this Young Activists: American High School Students in the Age of Protest is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Howard Joyce:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be read. Young Activists: American High School Students in the Age of
Protest can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Maranda Shoemaker:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading,
not only science book but in addition novel and Young Activists: American High School Students in the Age
of Protest or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Young Activists: American High School Students in the Age of Protest to make



your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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