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This volume celebrates the remarkable scholarly career of medieval historian John Van Engen with eighteen
exceptional essays contributed by Van Engen’s colleagues and former doctoral students, a group that
includes some of the best established scholars of the Middle Ages as well as leading younger ones. Together,
their work reflects the wide-ranging but coherent body of John Van Engen’s own scholarship.
 
In a section on Christianization, Ruth Mazo Karras explores medieval marriage, Lisa Wolverton offers a new
model of the Christianization of Bohemia, R. I. Moore examines the historiography of the Cathars, and
Christine Caldwell Ames links the inquisition with medieval and modern concepts of popular religion. Under
the rubric of twelfth-century culture, Maureen C. Miller uses eleventh-century Roman frescoes to rethink
reform, Jonathan R. Lyon unpacks Otto of Freising’s notions of advocacy and tyranny, Rachel Koopmans
traces testimonial letters associated with the cult of Thomas Becket, Dyan Elliot deliberates on the
importance of what she calls counterfactual, or alternative, realities in twelfth-century thought and literature,
and Giles Constable traces manifestations of the cross in monastic life.
 
Three essays study Jews and Christians in society. Susan Einbinder probes the connections between
martyrdom, politics, and poetry in thirteenth-century Castile, William Chester Jordan traces anti-Judaism in
the Christina Psalter, and David C. Mengel highlights the significance of urban space for Jews in fourteenth-
century Prague and Nuremberg. Lastly, contributors explore topics in late medieval religious life, a special
focus of Van Engen’s scholarship. Walter Simons edits and analyzes a letter defending beguines in the Low
Countries, William J. Courtenay traces the effects on pastoral care of papal provisions to university scholars,
and James D. Mixson reinterprets the fifteenth-century treatise Firefly. An essay by Marcela K. Perett looks
at vernacular anti-Hussite treatises, Daniel Hobbins employs a fifteenth-century Italian story about Antichrist
to consider hearsay, belief and doubt, and Roy Hammerling contemplates Martin Luther’s understanding of
himself as a beggar.
 
"Christianity and Culture in the Middle Ages: Essays to Honor John Van Engen is a thrilling collection, both
wide-ranging and informative. The contributions are well-structured, well-argued, and comprehensive in
bibliography and source materials—a welcome volume to celebrate the work of John Van Engen."
—Anthony Lappin, National University of Ireland, Maynooth
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From reader reviews:

Cari Sexton:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Christianity and Culture in the Middle Ages: Essays to Honor John Van
Engen.

Marlyn Melia:

The book Christianity and Culture in the Middle Ages: Essays to Honor John Van Engen gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading a book Christianity and Culture in the Middle Ages: Essays to Honor John Van Engen to become
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide Christianity and Culture in the Middle Ages: Essays to Honor John Van Engen. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Willie Thacker:

The knowledge that you get from Christianity and Culture in the Middle Ages: Essays to Honor John Van
Engen may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get interested
in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Christianity and Culture in the Middle
Ages: Essays to Honor John Van Engen giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this particular Christianity and Culture in the Middle Ages: Essays to Honor John Van Engen
instantly.

Julie Bailey:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top collection in your reading list is Christianity and Culture in the Middle Ages: Essays to Honor John



Van Engen. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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