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India's success in reducing endemic deprivation since Independence has been quite limited. Recent diagnoses
of thisfailure of policy have concentrated on the counterproductive role of government regulation, and on
the need for economic incentives to accel erate the growth of the economy. This book argues that an
assessment of India's failure to eliminate basic deprivations has to go beyond this limited focus, and to take
note of the role played in that failure by inadequate public involvement in the provision of basic education,
health care, socia security, and related fields, Even the fostering of fast and participatory economic growth
reguires some basic social change, which is not addressed by liberalization and economic incentives. The
authors also discuss the historical antecedents of these political and social neglects, including the distortion
of policy priorities arising from inequalities of political power. Following on from this, the book considers
the scope for public action to address these earlier biases and achieve a transformation of policy priorities.

Beginning with an introductory chapter presenting the motivation, focus, and approach of the book, it
discusses the respective roles of the market mechanism and government action in economic devel opment and
discusses the particular role of public involvement in the fields of health and education. International
comparisons of development experiences are brought to bear on the diagnosis of India’s successes and
failures, and the work discusses the lessons to be learnt from the contrasting devel opment experiences of
different states within India, with particular attention to Kerala's outstanding success in social fields. The
authors consider the role of public action and political organization in promoting social opportunities.
Attention is drawn, in particular, to the part played by widespread illiteracy in suppressing that process and
perpetuating social inequalities. The work also looks at the issue of basic education, including a critical
assessment of public policy inthisfield. The issue of gender inequality is discussed, and the role of women's
agency in the expansion of social opportunities for both women and men is explored. The work concludes by
consolidating the argument and discussing the policy implication of the analyses presented. A statistical
appendix presents a comparative picture of India and other devel oping countries, and also the comparative
performance of different states within India.

This new work by two internationally renowned economists is an important and relevant argument for
promoting human welfare.
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From reader reviews:
Darrell Fowler:

Here thing why that India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity. It givesyou thrill examining journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of India: Economic Development
and Social Opportunity in e-book can be your substitute.

Susan Burroughs:

This India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity are generally reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this India: Economic Development and Social
Opportunity can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day task. S0, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Bethel Stockton:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The India:
Economic Development and Social Opportunity provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Willie Batres:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
aright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like India: Economic
Development and Social Opportunity which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let'sview.
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