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The grim history of Nauru Island, a small speck in the Pacific Ocean halfway between Hawaii and Australia,
represents a larger story of environmental degradation and economic dysfunction. For more than 2,000 years
traditional Nauruans, isolated from the rest of the world, lived in social and ecological stability. But in 1900
the discovery of phosphate, an absolute requirement for agriculture, catapulted Nauru into the world market.
Colonial imperialists who occupied Nauru and mined it for its lucrative phosphate resources devastated the
island, which forever changed its native people. In 1968 Nauruans regained rule of their island and
immediately faced a conundrum: to pursue a sustainable future that would protect their truly valuable natural
resources—the biological and physical integrity of their island—or to mine and sell the remaining forty-year
supply of phosphate and in the process make most of their home useless. They did the latter.

In a captivating and moving style, the authors describe how the island became one of the richest nations in
the world and how its citizens acquired all the ills of modern life: obesity, diabetes, heart disease,
hypertension. At the same time, Nauru became 80 percent mined-out ruins that contain severely
impoverished biological communities of little value in supporting human habitation.

This sad tale highlights the dire consequences of a free-market economy, a system in direct conflict with
sustaining the environment. In presenting evidence for the current mass extinction, the authors argue that we
cannot expect to preserve biodiversity or support sustainable habitation, because our economic operating
principles are incompatible with these activities.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Townsend:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can
do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on pre-school until university need this Paradise for Sale: A Parable of Nature to read.

Wanda Mason:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Paradise for Sale: A Parable of Nature why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Luis Morales:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be study. Paradise for Sale: A Parable of Nature can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Harry Barnes:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of several books in the top record in your reading list is actually Paradise for Sale: A Parable of Nature. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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