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One of the most innovative thinkers in the field of Islamic Studies was John Wansbrough (1928-2002),
Professor of Semitic Studies and Pro-Director of London University’s School of Oriental and African
Studies. Critiquing the traditional accounts of the origins of Islam as historically unreliable and heavily
influenced by religious dogma, Wansbrough suggested radically new interpretations very different from the
views of both the Muslim orthodoxy and most Western scholars.
In The Sectarian Milieu Wansbrough "analyses early Islamic historiography – or rather the interpretive
myths underlying this historiography — as a late manifestation of Old Testament ‘salvation history.’"
Continuing themes that he treated in a previous work, Quranic Studies, Wansbrough argued that the
traditional biographies of Muhammad (Arabic sira and maghazi) are best understood, not as historical
documents that attest to "what really happened," but as literary texts written more than one hundred years
after the facts and heavily influenced by Jewish, and to a lesser extent Christian, interconfessional polemics.
Thus, Islamic "history" is almost completely a later literary reconstruction, which evolved out of an
environment of competing Jewish and Christian sects. As such, Wansbrough felt that the most fruitful means
of analyzing such texts was literary analysis. Furthermore, he maintained that it was next to impossible to
extract the kernel of historical truth from works that were created principally to serve later religious agendas.
Although his work remains controversial to this day, his fresh insights and approaches to the study of Islam
continue to inspire scholars. This new edition contains a valuable assessment of Wansbrough’s contributions
and many useful textual notes and translations by Gerald Hawting (University of London), plus the author’s
1986 Albert Einstein Memorial Lecture, "Res Ipsa Loquitur."
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From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Sectarian Milieu: Content and
Composition of Islamic Salvation History. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Nathan Wilson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of
Islamic Salvation History can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Stacey Sims:

Why? Because this The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of Islamic Salvation History is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

James Esparza:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Sectarian Milieu: Content and
Composition of Islamic Salvation History that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of
Islamic Salvation History become your current starter.
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