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Toussaint Louverture's life was one of hardship, triumph, and contradiction. Born into bondage in Saint-
Domingue (present-day Haiti), the richest colony in the Western Hemisphere, he witnessed first-hand the
torture of the enslaved population. Yet he managed to secure his freedom and establish himself as a small-
scale planter. He even purchased slaves of his own.

In Toussaint Louverture, Philippe Girard reveals the dramatic story of how Louverture transformed himself
from lowly freedman to revolutionary hero. In 1791, the unassuming Louverture masterminded the only
successful slave revolt in history. By 1801, he was general and governor of Saint-Domingue, and an
international statesman who forged treaties with Britain, France, Spain, and the United States-empires that
feared the effect his example would have on their slave regimes. Louveture's ascendency was short-lived,
however. In 1802, he was exiled to France, dying soon after as one of the most famous men in the world,
variously feared and celebrated as the "Black Napoleon."

As Girard shows, in life Louverture was not an idealist, but an ambitious pragmatist. He strove not only for
abolition and independence, but to build Saint-Domingue's economic might and elevate his own social
standing. He helped free Saint-Domingue's slaves yet immediately restricted their rights in the interests of
protecting the island's sugar production. He warded off French invasions but embraced the cultural model of
the French gentility.

In death, Louverture quickly passed into legend, his memory inspiring abolitionist, black nationalist, and
anti-colonialist movements well into the 20th century. Deeply researched and bracingly original, Toussaint
Louverture is the definitive biography of one of the most influential people of his era, or any other.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life. Try to make the book
Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when
you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Daniel Ellis:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life was making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The guide Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life. You
never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Pamela Acuna:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Dorcas Rogers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life.
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