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Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672) was the most important and influential German composer of the seventeenth
century. Director of music at the electoral Saxon court in Dresden, he was lauded by his German
contemporaries as "the father of our modern music", as "the Orpheus of our time." Yet despite the esteem in
which his music is still held today, Schütz himself and the rich cultural environment in which he lived
continue to be little known or understood beyond the linguistic borders of his native Germany.

Drawing on original manuscript and print sources, A Heinrich Schütz Reader brings the composer to life
through more than 150 documents by or about Heinrich Schütz, from his earliest studies under Giovanni
Gabrieli to accounts of his final hours. Editor and translator Gregory S. Johnston penetrates the archaic
script, confronts the haphazard orthography and obsolete vocabulary, and untangles the knotted grammatical
constructions and syntax to produce translations that allow English speakers, as never before, to engage the
composer directly.

Most of the German, Latin and Italian documents included in this volume appear for the first time in English
translation. A number of these texts have not even been printed in their original language. Dedications and
prefaces of his printed music, letters and memoranda, poetry and petitions, travel passes and contracts, all
offer immediate and unabridged access to the composer's life. To habituate the reader ever more in Schütz's
world, the entries are richly annotated with biographical detail; clarifications of professional relationships
and ancestral lines; information on geographic regions, domains, cities, courts and institutions; and
references to biblical, classical and contemporary literary sources.

Johnston opens a door for researchers and scholars across a broad range of disciplines, and at the same time
provides an historical complement and literary companion for anyone who has come to appreciate the beauty
of Schütz's music.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Boone:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for all of us. The book A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and Documents in
Translation had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and Documents in
Translation is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book
A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and Documents in Translation. You never experience lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Homer Smith:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and
Documents in Translation is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Richard Osteen:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and Documents in
Translation can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Susan Peterson:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and
Documents in Translation can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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