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Blair Beebe, M.D. Medical lessons from Vietnam; what did we learn? Almost fifty years after the beginning
of American involvement in the Vietnam War, we still remain embroiled in military actions that generate
disease, disability, and death. Frontline physicians who were in places like Afghanistan, Irag, Bosnia,
Herzegovina, and Vietnam faced the medical consequences of war every day. My new novel, Doc Lucas
USN, based on real people and real events, brings the war down to a human scale, one person at atime.
History gives us statistics and dates, but fiction helps us to better understand the meaning behind those facts.
One of my old professors defined history as"lies we tell about dead people." We understand more from
reading Homer, Sophocles, Shakespeare, Margaret Mitchell, and Stephen Ambrose than we ever learned
from dry history textbooks. Paradoxically, the truth comes out in fiction. During my time in Vietnam, and for
many years after, | listened to stories from other physicians who served during the war and from naval
aviators and marines who faced combat every day. | aso heard different points of view from Vietnamese
civilians who had come to Americato escape the chaos after the war. Their eyewitness accounts are the true
history, but unless someone writes them down, we lose them forever. Moreover, individual stories may have
little meaning to usif they lack context. I've often heard both veterans and civilians say, "I don't talk about
my experiences, because anyone who wasn't there could never understand how bad it was." That's why we
need a novel to give us a complete account in an organized way. Each character and each scene moves the
action to develop a central theme about the war. We want more than anecdotes. We want to understand the
how and the why of the unfolding tragedy. Doc Lucas not only recounts the stories, he lives them. We feel
his anxiety, histerror, and at times, his joy. When things go wrong, we know why, and we can feel his
despair. In the good times, and there are many, we laugh along with him. In the end, Doc Lucas learns
important lessons about himself and his values centered on human rights and the relief of suffering. He
emerges from the war better equipped to take his place with stronger convictions about hisrole in his society.
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From reader reviews:
Chuck Deschenes:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book Doc Lucas USN: A Novel of the Vietham War seemed to
be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The guide Doc Lucas USN: A Novel of the Vietnam War is not only giving you more
new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Doc Lucas USN: A Novel of the Vietham War.
Y ou never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Martha Bryant:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resourcesin it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Doc Lucas USN:
A Novd of the Vietnam War book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
detailsin this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Norman Ross:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typicaly the Doc Lucas USN: A Novel of
the Vietnam War is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jose Said:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Doc Lucas USN: A
Novel of the Vietnam War which is keeping the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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