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“...contemporary Africa has a hybrid cultural character that isthe product of local and alien mentalities and
lifestyles living together in the same communities and individuals. The cultural braid this duality engenders
is, theoretically speaking, a more complex lived reality than has hitherto been articulated.” (A. Bame
Nsamenang) Identitiesis a short story collection of global African experiences. The storiesin this collection
evoke the lived experiences of Africans of diverse backgrounds, races, ethnicities and identities. It explores
everyday identity concerns of diasporan Africans such as experiences of being asked where are you from?
immigrant and refugee integration, personal vs. ascribed social standing, remittance responsibilities,
traditional vs. contemporary cultural values and many others. This collection is ultimately about the
experiences of bridging, balancing and weaving together the multiple strands that form contemporary
African Identities on and off the continent. Stories included in the collection aretitled: 1. Where are you
from?-A young African woman experiences and describes frequent encounters of being asked: Where are
you from? 2. Too much water in the garri -First generation Canadian siblings take their first journey to Sierra
Leone, West Africa, orchestrated by their parents. 3. Once upon atime at Fourah Bay College -A student
describes the carefree campus life that is interrupted by war and unexpectedly propels a group of friends far
and wide into the diaspora. 4. The Rainbow -A mother contends with explaining to her adopted daughter,
who is an Ebola survivor, why bad things happen to children. 5. Back to the beginning -The story of the
struggle of one of the young couples from Fourah Bay College affected by the Sierra Leone war, to adjust to
life and immigration to Gambia and Canada afterwards, told through the lens of the wife's postpartum
depression experience. 6. The day Aunty Amie died -A young man's experience in Canada on the day his
once formidable Aunt dies back in Sierra Leone, that ends in a serendipitous encounter. 7. The Conference -
A scholar and her best friend struggle to reconcile the ongoing discrepancies and complexities of a
conference community working for social change in Africa. 8. Standing in the rain -A group of students of
diverse African backgrounds and descent form alife-long community support group. 9. When | became a
Black man -A young man describes his first police encounter with racial profiling. 10.The Wedding -The
journey of a Canadian university administrator and an African graduate student to their wedding in
Freetown, Sierra Leone that takes them back into the history and connection between the black American
loyalists that settled in Nova Scotia, Canada and the Creole Peoples of Sierra Leone. Praise for |dentities:
“Watch out world! Y abome's short story collection exploring African identities will spark conversations like
never before. Beautifully written, you will either find parts of your story in it or gain insights about friends,
neighbours and strangers you hadn't thought of before. The book is both entertaining and thought-provoking!
| thoroughly enjoyed every story.” “OMG Y abomel!!!! I'm in love with Identities already! | ordered my
copy and got a chance to sneak peak.... so relatable, so interesting and what a breath of fresh air.... now |
can't wait for it to get here... thank you .” “I've just finished reading the first story and | enjoyed it
immensely. | forced myself to take abreak so | can savor the rest of the book during my long trips over the
break. Thank you for blessing us.” Finished reading 'where are you from' in no time...almost late picking up
the kids from school...brilliant. Love it so far, good job”
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From reader reviews:
Lawrence Gregory:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirementsis Identities: A Short Story Collection this guide consist alot of the
information of the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That iswhy this book ideal all of you.

Dana Gallo:

Beside this Identities: A Short Story Collection in your phone, it can give you away to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh from your oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Identities: A Short Story Collection because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at
times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Marc Starr:

You will get this Identities: A Short Story Collection by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solveissueif you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let'stry to choose suitable ways for you.

Blanche Ball:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see col orful
images on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this Identities: A Short Story Collection can make you experience more interested to
read.
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