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As one of the world’s great natural treasures, the Great Lakes have also served in recent decades as an early
warning system for many emerging environmental problems. In the early twenty-first century, asthe Lakes
face unprecedented challenges, we need to revisit both the wonder of the Lakes and the perils plaguing them,
and to take action to protect this magjestic ecosystem.

Dave Dempsey weaves the natural character and phenomena of the Great Lakes and stories of the
schemes, calamities, and unusual human residents of the Basin with the history of their environmental
exploitation and recovery. Contrasting the incomparable beauty and complexity of the Lakes, and the poetry,
folklore, and citizen action they have inspired, with the disasters that short-sighted human folly has inflicted
on the ecosystem, Dempsey makes this history both engaging and relevant to today’ s debates and decisions.

Underlying the neglectful treatment of the Lakes are two irreconcilable and faulty human assumptions:
that the Lakes are a system so big that human beings cannot do great harm to it, and that the Lakes are a
resource that can be bent to the will of humankind. Dempsey finds evidence that, despite great changesin the
laws governing the Lakes and public attitudes toward them in the last fifty years, government policy and
ingtitutions are till dominated by these dangerous attitudes.

A central theme of On the Brink isthat citizens, who have displayed an increasing sense of commitment
to the Lakes and a growing sense of place, must challenge their leaders to reform Great Lakes institutions.
While everything from large-scale water exports to global climate change looms in the future of the Lakes,
single-purpose solutions do not suffice—no more than a Band- aid would on a gaping wound. Dempsey
showsthat it is necessary to create a governing system that reflects the realities of life “on the ground” in
communities and that taps into the passion and determination of citizens to protect these treasures.
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From reader reviews:
Michadl Hamlin:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these keep up with the erawhich can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to aperson is you don't know what one you should start with. This On the Brink: The Great Lakesin the 21st
Century is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Lynn Jordan:

The guide with title On the Brink: The Great Lakes in the 21st Century posesses a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get alot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yoru to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
syndication. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Marvin Ober:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like On the Brink: The Great
Lakesin the 21st Century which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

James Wood:

That book can make you to fedl relax. Thisbook On the Brink: The Great Lakesin the 21st Century was
vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book On the Brink: The Great Lakes in the 21st
Century has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading that will.
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