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The James Bond epic is the most popular film series in silver screen history: it is estimated that a quarter of
the world's population has seen a Bond feature. The saga of Britain's best-loved martini hound (who we all
know prefers his favorite drink "shaken, not stirred") has adapted to changing times for four decades without
ever abandoning its tried-and-true formula of diabolical international conspiracy, sexual intrigue, and
incredible gadgetry.

James Chapman expertly traces the annals of celluloid Bond from its inauguration with 1962's Dr. No
through its progression beyond Ian Fleming's spy novels to the action-adventure spectaculars of GoldenEye
and Tomorrow Never Dies. He argues that the enormous popularity of the series represents more than just the
sum total of the films' box-office receipts and involves questions of film culture in a wider sense.

Licence to Thrill chronicles how Bond, a representative of a British Empire that no longer existed in his
generation, became a symbol of his nation's might in a Cold War world where Britain was no longer a
primary actor. Chapman describes the protean nature of Bond villains in a volatile global political
scene?from Soviet scoundrels and Chinese rogues in the 1960s to a brief flirtation with Latin American drug
kingpins in the 1980s and back to the Chinese in the 1990s. The book explores how the movies struggle with
changing societal ethics?notably, in the evolution in the portrayal of women, showing how Bond's
encounters with the opposite sex have evolved into trysts with leading ladies as sexually liberated as Bond
himself.

The Bond formula has proved remarkably durable and consistently successful for roughly a third of cinema's
history?half the period since the introduction of talking pictures in the late 1920s. Moreover, Licence to
Thrill argues that, for the foreseeable future, the James Bond films are likely to go on being what they have
always been, a unique and very special kind of popular cinema.
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From reader reviews:

Merry Springs:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Licence to Thrill. Try to face the book Licence to Thrill as your
buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Gwen Anderson:

The book Licence to Thrill can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Licence to Thrill? Wide variety you have
a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Licence to Thrill has simple shape however you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Heather Killen:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Licence to Thrill it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Genia Vanderford:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Licence to Thrill to make your
own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and reading
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve
Licence to Thrill can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of the time.
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