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In Dirt for Art's Sake, Elisabeth Ladenson recounts the most visible of modern obscenity trialsinvolving
scandal ous books and their authors. What, she asks, do these often-colorful legal histories have to tell us
about the works themselves and about a changing cultura climate that first treated them asfilth and later
celebrated them as masterpieces?

Ladenson's narrative starts with Madame Bovary (Flaubert was tried in France in 1857) and finishes with
Fanny Hill (written in the eighteenth century, put on trial in the United States in 1966); she considers, along
the way, Les Fleurs du Mal, Ulysses, The Well of Loneliness, Lady Chatterley's Lover, Tropic of Cancer,
Lolita, and the works of the Marquis de Sade. Over the course of roughly a century, Ladenson finds, two
ideas that had been circulating in the form of avant-garde heresy gradually became accepted as truisms, and
eventually as grounds for legal defense. The first is captured in the formula"art for art's sake" ?the notion that
awork of art existsin arealm independent of conventional morality. The second isrealism, vilified by its
criticsas "dirt for dirt's sake." In Ladenson's view, the truth of the matter is closer to 2dirt for art's sake?'the
ideathat the work of art may legitimately include the representation of all aspects of life, including the
unpleasant and the sordid.

L adenson a so considers cinematic adaptations of these novels, among them Vincente Minnelli's Madame
Bovary, Stanley Kubrick's Lolita and the 1997 remake directed by Adrian Lyne, and various attemptsto
trandate de Sade's works and life into film, which faced similar censorship travails. Written with akeen
awareness of ongoing debates about free speech, Dirt for Art's Sake traces the legal and social acceptance of
controversial works with critical acumen and delightful wit.
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From reader reviews:
James Barddley:

As people who livein the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It isagood choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Dirt for Art's Sake: Books on Trial
from "Madame Bovary" to "Lolita" is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Domingo Adams:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find alot of referralsto get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.

Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Dirt for Art's Sake: Books on Trial from "Madame Bovary" to "Lolita" this guide
consist alot of theinformation of the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Jane M ansour :

Y ou can find this Dirt for Art's Sake: Books on Trial from "Madame Bovary" to "Lolita" by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry
to choose right ways for you.

Danidl Metz:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Dirt for Art's Sake: Books on Tria from
"Madame Bovary" to "Lolita" was vibrant and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Dirt for
Art's Sake: Books on Trial from "Madame Bovary" to "Lalita" has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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