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This magnificent book is the first comprehensive history of statistics from its beginnings around 1700 to its
emergence as a distinct and mature discipline around 1900. Stephen M. Stigler shows how statistics arose
from the interplay of mathematical concepts and the needs of several applied sciences including astronomy,
geodesy, experimental psychology, genetics, and sociology. He addresses many intriguing questions: How
did scientists learn to combine measurements made under different conditions? And how were they led to
use probability theory to measure the accuracy of the result? Why were statistical methods used successfully
in astronomy long before they began to play a significant role in the social sciences? How could the
introduction of least squares predate the discovery of regression by more than eighty years? On what grounds
can the major works of men such as Bernoulli, De Moivre, Bayes, Quetelet, and Lexis be considered partial
failures, while those of Laplace, Galton, Edgeworth, Pearson, and Yule are counted as successes? How did
Galton’s probability machine (the quincunx) provide him with the key to the major advance of the last half
of the nineteenth century?

Stigler’s emphasis is upon how, when, and where the methods of probability theory were developed for
measuring uncertainty in experimental and observational science, for reducing uncertainty, and as a
conceptual framework for quantitative studies in the social sciences. He describes with care the scientific
context in which the different methods evolved and identifies the problems (conceptual or mathematical) that
retarded the growth of mathematical statistics and the conceptual developments that permitted major
breakthroughs.

Statisticians, historians of science, and social and behavioral scientists will gain from this book a deeper
understanding of the use of statistical methods and a better grasp of the promise and limitations of such
techniques. The product of ten years of research, The History of Statistics will appeal to all who are
interested in the humanistic study of science.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The History of Statistics: The Measurement
of Uncertainty before 1900 will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Charles English:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The History of Statistics:
The Measurement of Uncertainty before 1900. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jennifer Wadsworth:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The History of
Statistics: The Measurement of Uncertainty before 1900 is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Chris Manley:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. The History of Statistics: The Measurement of Uncertainty before 1900 can be your answer given it
can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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